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Our Curriculum will be further enriched by having a special focus this Spring Term on:
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Our aim for 2026/2027 - inclusion for all - paving the way for a future life with greater voice, liberty and autonomy by
identifying barriers to learning and minimising their impact.
To ensure every learner receives the support, curriculum and learning environment they need to succeed and thrive at Overley
Hall School, regardless of their individual starting points, past or present challenges, their barriers to learning
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Our hidden curriculum will always aim to promote:
Well-being and healthy minds

Communication skills and pupil-voice

A growing awareness of rights, responsibili‘ties and regulation skills (3R’s) 09
A love of learning and a strong sense of community, \N‘\JJ
A culture of feeling safe, respected, and valued N
A growing awareness of potential danger
Playground fun
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Book themes

Spring term (first half) books include: Learners will study either or both books: We're going on a bedr hunt - Michael Rosen,
or The Gruffalo - Julia Donaldson

Spring term (second half) books include: Learners will study either: The very hungry caterpillar - Eric Carle, or Handa's
Surprise - Eileen Browne

A range of Spring Stories and books about new life

An alternative for our more able learners, with support and scaffolding - ‘Behind the locked door’ - Paul Louden

Extra Curricular opportunities

¥ Tuesday Lunch - Yoga
¥ Wednesday Lunch - Tuck shop
¥ Tuesday afterschool Therapyplay
¥ Monday to Friday ~ Early morning transition and acclimatisation time - preschool
¥ Special activities such as cinema club, Christmas Light turn - impromptu arrangements
Date x\. ‘.\ Eve nt '5.\ "\ Location Audience
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Week 1 Welcome Back day School Staff and Learners
Monday 5th An Enrichment Day across all classes giving -
January learners the opportunity to celebrate the New Year CUON
2026 as part of our school community. How is New year ‘///\lf\
H.A.P.P.Y. celebrated around the world? Send someone you o [f :/\\ .
care about, or a friend a New Years Message or RS
picture €

Tuesday Expressive writing/art competition (To be led by Tutors) - Title - This is me!

Use this competition to help explore learners’ life stories having a special focus on exploration and researching with their

families and friends. You may like to reunite learners with people have been/are special to them, possibly with past

¢ teachers or teaching assistants, in person or through Teams. Using a range of sources to explore: Who do | have

A T 8. relationships with? What is my family structure? Where do | live? Which schools did/do | go to? Where do | like to visit?
'y ) X Q) What are my hobbies and interests? What am | good at? Who are my friends? Who am | like? How am | different? What
Com E’Etltlon are my aspirations? Ensure therapists are involved for support and support the development of a deeper understanding.

You could make a book, design and present a speech, create a model, a jigsaw, a video, a painting or a combination of
‘\N\ some or all of these. Pair each learner with a member of staff to support. You may wish to involve family and key workers

6t January
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79063 PRODUCING AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY USING PHOTOGRAPHS AND SYMBOLS, 117709 DEVELOPING ENGLISH: ABOUT ME, WITH
SUPPORT, 77412 SELF AWARENESS, 79064 CREATING A SIMPLE AUTOBIOGRAPHY USING WORD PROCESSING, 119008 SHARING MY LIFE
STORY, LE4397 AWARENESS OF IDENTITY AND DIVERSITY
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Event ¢

Date Location Audience
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Friday 3pm — Assembly for Willow, Acer and Ash - Peter — Willow Willow, Acer, Ash
9th January Rights and Responsibilities Classroom
Story of Joseph — After being sold into slavery by
his jealous brothers, he took on significant
responsibility and managed Potiphar’s household
with utmost integrity. His actions demonstrate that
responsibility can be a powerful force for good,
even in the face of adversity. Lavender Rose and
Classroom Lavender
Assembly for Lavender and Rose - Mandy —
Showing Kindness (Bright Sprouts) Oak Classroom Oak
Assembly for Oak — Vicky — Showing Kindness
(Bright Sprouts)

Week 2 First SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING (Citizenship) — Willow Everyone to have
Wednesday minutes to be displayed opposite therapy room & Classroom the opportunity,
14t™ January in reception - Democracy, having your say: providing support

Py Q Whole School decision to be made — Where to go 1.30pm for inclusion©

: é»f:: 3 for a Spring Term Adventure Day — Mandy < g-i*"g@

* @ Event will take place on the 13 March 2026. e A

: f Al
Theme: Voice/Express/

Community

Week 3 Penguin Day (Tutors to coordinate, taking advice School All learners

Tuesday from Peter (habitats), Beth (environment) and
20 January Christine/Mark (creative). Each Tutor Group to

record Pip the Penguin doing activities with

learners throughout the day — Make a Snapshot of

the Day ©

This Penguin Awareness Day, learn more about this

very special species and what we can do to help

them.

All work to be exhibited in school reception.

Thursday Burns Day Celebration Whole School Whole school

22nd January | Burns Day Celebration/ Scottish theme day. G display to be
Citizenship led by tutors. organised by Peter

British values

Theme: Poetry
appreciation

3pm - Assembly: Peter to lead and Shelly to lead
Ceremonial stabbing of the haggis

Friday
23rd January

6C00L
coUrCIk

School Council — Mandy to lead

Let us make a difference to our school.

Q What jobs could we do to make to school the
best it can be and look? One challenge per day!

Willow
Classroom
At 9.30am

School Council
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Week 4 Learn about chocolate — try the different types of Independent
Tuesday chocolate, focusing on variations of chocolate content Living Suite
27th January in the dark chocolate range. Link to making choices,
Theme: National | €xPressing preferences, possibly using Talking Mats or Farm Shop
Chocolate Cake tiles. )
Day Make a chocolate. cake or chocolate concoction, . Classrooms
decorate something chocolatey and photograph — write
) the recipe and add your photo. Let everyone know
Vocational about how it looks and tastes. Be kind and share with
All about me your friends &
Food Investigate/research what it may be like to work in a
Technology kitchen or café.
Wednesday Vocational Day — Cathy, Dee and Jos to Coordinate. Overley Hall Whole School
28th January School and
grounds
Friday 9.15 Peter — Willow, Ash, Acer Willow All learners
30t January
9.15 — Mandy — Rose and Lavender Lavender
9.15 - Vicky - Oak Oak Classroom
Week 5 Theme Week — Mental Health and Wellbeing Pam & Mandy All learners
Monday 2nd Be kind and understanding when others are struggling, to Coordinate
February British Values
to
Friday 6™ Make Gratitude Jars - Something as simple as putting a
February glass jar in your classroom can have such a huge
Mental Health | impact! Ask the children to write down things that they
And are grateful for and place them in the jar throughout
Wellbeing the week.
Theme Week
Hang a wish, hope or aspiration on Martin’s Tree of
Hope.
Savour the Moment Challenge - ask the children to
WI_EAR YELLOW think of one or more extremely positive moments from
In support their past. Once they have done this, depending on
% their ability you can get them to draw the moment or

9

find a picture that reminds them of it. Support to be
provided using pupil voice to guide. This activity helps
to reduce negativity bias and develops their ability to
find the positives in situations.

https://www.partnershipforchildren.org.uk/what-we-
do/wellbeing-activities/

Setf-Care & Mental Health
for Kids



https://www.partnershipforchildren.org.uk/what-we-do/wellbeing-activities/
https://www.partnershipforchildren.org.uk/what-we-do/wellbeing-activities/
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Date Location Audience
T & €T
Wednesday Safer Internet Day — Lorna, Mandy and Peter to Classrooms All staff and
4th February | coordinate 1pm-2pm learners
Developing risk awareness
Week 6 Kindness and Empathy In celebration of: ‘Valentine | Whole school Learners
Monday Day’ (14 February) and ‘Random Act of Kindness
9th February Day’ (17 Feb) “ i o
Kindness Undercover kindness - Support learners to be kind ‘ e * Vj >
Empathy and | to others throughout the week. Support the ‘

recipient of act of kindness to recognise when a peer
has been kind, Model kindness throughout the week.

A4

&%

As part of Offer as much support as is needed for success or
Valentine Week, | differentiate this task as much as is needed. Other
today is activies could include decorating a pebble to putin our
Rose Day well-being garden or to give to a family member etc.
»ie They may like to give someone a Rose!
v Paying particular emphasis to PSHRE and themes
Tuesday Show kindness and appreciation — Valentine School All learners

10t February

oY 2026 P

Chocolate Day
%ie

Theme — Chocolate Day &

Make or write something for someone you care for
Wrap it and present to that person during the
special assembly on Friday.

Share a chocolate &

NA L
wee

Wednesday
11t February

®® 2026 9

Bigbubbleman visiting — 1pm — 2pm

Enjoy this fascinating show of colour, creativity and
scientific experiments.

Zones of Regulation - Choose a teddy to express

Playground

All learners and staff

‘ e
Teddy Day %% | |\o\, we feel in Circle Time and following the
Bigbubbleman experience
Thursday Let’s celebrate Chinese New Year — The Year of the School All learners

12t February

Chinese New
Year
2026

®Y 2026 ¢

Hug Dayiv';h'

Horse — Beth, Penny, Jos and Liz to coordinate
Assembly at 2pm in Willow classroom — A
celebration of Chinese New Year

to exhibit their work
(Mark to coordinate)

Friday
13th February
Valentines *%&®
Celebration
Theme: Voice, express,

well-being &
community

Valentine & Random Act of Kindness Week.
School assembly coordinated by Dee, Mandy and
Shelly. Over the course of the day all staff and
learners to do something kind which will be
recognised, celebrated, and recorded in a whole
school ‘Thank you for being so kind’ Journal,

available for all to read.

Wellbeing
Garden &
Willow
Classroom

Staff & learners

Half Term 16" — 20" February
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Date Location Audience
NN NN
Week 7 Themed Week — special focus the habitats of birds Class groups All learners
Monday 23rd and other wildlife, coordinated by Jos, Adrian and
February to Elaine.
Friday 27t
February 2026 | National Nest Box Week, is an initiative designed
Nestbox \Weelk | to encourage people to help provide homes for
Supportiwg birds by putting up n_est boxes in gardens, p‘_arks,
the habitats and.open spaces. This week seryes asa rernmder of
the important role we can play in supporting local
Of our wildlife, particularly birds, by offering them safe
wilollife and secure places to build their nests and raise
their young.
Tuesday Overley Hall Online Safety Awareness Day Tutor groups Whole School
24% February | Peter, Lorna and Mandy to coordinate.
- : Make a poster to raise awareness to the potential
dangers when online. For those working within
White, Cream and Yellow, Blue or Purple should be
) encouraged to think about Stranger Danger or
Theme: Voice & Express
safely, community being able to ask for help when feeling worried or
sad. You may even want to work on developing a
greater awareness of feelings.
Thursday As part of Women’s History Month (March) — Class groups All learners
26™ February | Supporting a better understanding of women and
T i M| men, girls, boys and non-binary and the similarities
H and differences there are between the groups.
M W M Differentiate as much as is necessary to ensure
learning is meaningful. You may like to use tally
charts to find out how many women, men and non-
Theme: Problem binary people there are at Overley Hall or how
solving, love of books, | 3y girls, boys and non-binary children there are
numeracy, Citizenship
in school and then represent this data using bar
charts (Peter to coordinate). Find out more about
one special women. Learners to be supported to
research and use the information to make a poster
or a small book. Differentiate accordingly and
stretch those more able. Work to be displayed
(Tutors to lead).
Friday Assembly at 9.15, Penny and Mark to lead All learners
27" February | assembly in Willow presenting:
Theme: Voice &
expression, PSHRE
‘l am what and | am and who I am... and | am
proud’.
Week 8 1pm Rehearsal for the play coordinated and led by Coach House Whole School
Wednesday Penny — Photographer in today
4t March
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Therapeutic
Thursday and
World Book Day
2026
Thursday 5t
March

10.30 - 12.00 - Therapeutic Thursday
Opportunity to meet our Therapy and Clinical
Team — How can we further help?

World Book Day 2026 — Fancy dress to be
encouraged — Liz to coordinate, Beth and Lou to
coordinate

Hosting a World Book Day Party in the Coach
House — Liz, Beth and Lou to coordinate — 2.30pm

School

Meeting Room

Coach House

Parents, advocates
and Carers

Therapeutic
Thursday
Meeting Room
10.30-12.00

Party
All welcome
2.30pm —3.30pm

Week 9
Monday
9th March
To
Friday
13th March

Cultune Week:

E 3

Theme: Humanities,
Community &
British values

Australia

Learn about Australia and its capital city - Canberra
and Sydney and famous beaches.

Focus for lessons throughout the week

Look at the wildlife in Australia and their
adaptations and habitats. Compare with the
wildlife you find in Great Britain.

Where is Australia? How could we travel there?
Learn about the cultures in Australia. Learn about
special celebrations that take place in Australia.
What is the climate like in Australia? How is climate
change affecting Australia, its people and wildlife?
How do some people dance in Australia? What
musical instruments may you hear in Australia?
What may we see and photograph in Australia?
Learn how to do Aboriginal art have it displayed in
our Easter Art Exhibition. Create your own artwork
to show something you have learnt about
Australia. It would be lovely to read about what
you have learnt. Why not try cooking some
Australian foods and sharing them with your
friends and staff. Take a photograph! Why not
practice some traditional Aboriginal dancing.

You may like to dress up too!

Whole school

Whole school

All staff and
students

Wednesday 1pm Rehearsal for the play coordinated and led by Whole School Coach House
11th March Penny
Fricouy 13™ Whele Goheel Sprung Teun Aduentwre — effdile " Whele GScheel
Manch destination decided by the scheol council on ’;Vg?\’\E‘GT'M
Friday 14™ Januwouy AN ,_nb
Fridoy 13™ Panents Drep in forv o cefhee and av chat. Meeting Reonm AL, poents,
Manch Feocuy - “The Cwvviculun aduecates aund
“Intent, Tmplementation and Tmpact canend welceme
Week 10 Pancake Day - Shelly and Dee to coordinate activities in Playground for Whole School
Tuesday17t the playground 1.30pm. 2.30pm- Sam & Emily to make races
March pancakes with a variety of fillings and have a pancake sale for Ash entrance or
all following pancake races - 10p per pancake (numeracy). school hub




Talkers and Communication Books to be used to make and
express decisions
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Date xt ‘\ Event x\ xt Location Audience

lr N lr ~Nz
Wednesday World Recycling Day School Whole School
18t March Recycling Day is a day dedicated to educating Recycling
about the importance of recycling and the positive Centres

impact it has on the environment. It is a time for
children to learn about the recycling process, and
the benefits of recycling, and how they can
participate in recycling efforts.

Learners should be given the opportunity to:

¥ Engage in hands-on activities such as
sorting recyclables

¥ Participate in clean-ups
¥ Creating crafts/sculptures from recycled
- materials
Friday Red Nose Day All learners Whole School
20th March Red Nose Day is a fun and special day where we

o wear red noses and do silly things to help raise
money for children in need.

Mandy, Dee and Adrian to coordinate

Support would be most welcomed

Wednesday Performance rehearsal 1pm - Penny to lead Acer classroom | Scheduled learners
25% March
Friday Easter Egg Hunt — Oak Class to Coordinate 2pm Woodlands All learners and
27t March staff
Friday 27" March | Celebration of the Easter Story Coach House 2.45pm
Special Assembly Parents, learners

and staff welcome

Break up for Easter Holiday, End of Term.
March — 30t to April 10t 2026;
Summer Term Begins on Monday 13 April 2026

Future Dates for Diary

¥ Summer Market and School Summer Performance — Wednesday 24" June 2026
commencing at 12.30pm with the Performance starting at 1.30 with refreshments and
raffle

¥ Parents Evening 8™ July 2026 at 2pm — 5pm or by appointment

¥ Overley Hall School Sports Day — Wednesday 15th July 12.45pm — 2pm

¥ Overley Hall Garden Party, Wednesday 29t July 2026, commencing at 11am — 2pm
Theme
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